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Observations, Discussions and Updates

Observations, Discussions and Updates
Observation # 26: Mops midas (Sundevall, 1843) record from 

Lephalale, Limpopo Province, Republic of South Africa
Submitted by: Julio Balona, Gauteng & Northern Regions Bat Interest Group 
(GNoR BIG)
Observation by: Julio Balona, Erna Balona and Trevor Morgan (GNoR BIG), 
Lofty Fourie
Date of observation: January 2010 ; May 2011 
Locality: South Africa, Limpopo Province, Lephalale town
GPS coordinates: 23.66o S ; 27.73o E (approximate)

A query was emailed to GNoR BIG in January 2010 from a developer (Lofty 
Fourie) located in Lephalale. He explained that he had a bat problem in a 
townhouse complex that he had recently built on the edge of Lephalale and 
had managed to catch two of the bats in his house. Attached were several 
photographs of one of them, of which two are shown in Figure 1 and 2.

There was no indication of size given but judging from the sparse hair across 
the shoulders, the light grey flecks on the dark grey dorsal fur, the shape of the 
ears, and the geographical location, it was unlikely to be anything but a Mops 
midas. This piqued our interest somewhat since the nearest published record 
of this species is from the Alldays area, about 220 kilometres away. 

The houses in which they were roosting have an unusual roof design in that 
they have no ceilings and consist of a layer of insulation underneath metal 
sheeting. 

In an effort to confirm 
the identity of the 
bats, the site was 
visited by GNoR BIG 
in March 2010 when 
mistnets were erected 
in the garden of Lofty’s 
house and in front of 
the suspected roof 
entrance. No bats were 
captured but conditions 
were not ideal: it was 
windy and a fair amount 
of stray light illuminated 
the garden. The net 

at the suspected roof 
entrance was also of insufficient height. There was however reasonable bat 

activity and molossid squeaks could be heard.
A return trip in January 2011 was also unsuccessful in capturing any M. midas. This time scaffolding was used to erect a mistnet 

in front of the suspected roof entrance, but this resulted in the capture of eight Scotophilus dinganii (A. Smith, 1833) instead.  
Finally in May 2011, a bat was once again found in Lofty’s house. This time a ruler was placed next to a forearm in one of the 

photographs, which allowed an estimation of its length as 62 mm (see Figure 3). In a photograph of the bats face (Figure 4), the 
broad leading edge of pinnae are noticeable as well as wrinkled lips. With this additional information, we could confidently identify 
the bats as M. midas.

Figure 1. Side view of captured bat, January 2010.

Figure 3. Top view of bat showing length of 
forearm, May 2011.

Figure 2. Top view of bat, January 2010.

Figure 4. Frontal view of bat, May 2011.




